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! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club  

! Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, August 19th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Montissippi Park 
Field. The meeting had been postponed a week due to 
lack of officers to conduct the meeting on the normal 
2nd Tuesday date.
 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 
order at 7:19 PM. There were three club officers 
present along with 8 club members. 
 The minutes from the July meeting were read and 
approved. No treasurer’s report was available.        
 Jeff Nelson reported that he has again contacted 
Xcel Energy officials about putting up a storage shed 
on the power plant side of the field but has not gotten 
any response. Jeff suggested that if we want to 
expedite this we should submit a written proposal 
detailing exactly what we want to do rather than just 
inquiring  for their verbal approval to do something. 
 Flyers were passed around showing the location of 
the Hobby Zone retail outlet at Highway 55 and I494 
on the NW side of the Twin Cities. A few  club 
members have visited the “store” and feel it  warrants 
consideration especially for Horizon Hobby goods 
and electric powered RC supplies. 
 Some plans were formulated for the club picnic fly  
Saturday, August 23rd. John McNabb volunteered to 
bring a grill. Wayne and Scott would get the basic 
food; pork chops, hot dogs, buns, condiments, 
beverages and tableware. As of this meeting, there 
would be no competition events conducted during the 
outing, just the normal flying throughout the day. 
Scott will arrive about 10 AM on Saturday to set up 
expecting to see some club members to lend a hand.

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, September 9th, 

2008. It will be held at the 
Montissippi Flying Field. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 PM 

Coming Events
Electric Fun Fly - The Anoka County RC Club is 

having their annual electric aircraft fly on Saturday, 

September 6th, at their club field in East Bethel off 

Highway 65. The event starts at 9:00 AM and runs 

through the afternoon. Food and drinks will be 

available. AMA membership is required to fly  at the 

field.

Fly-in Pork Chop Dinner - The Maple Lake EAA 

Chapter 878 is hosting their annual aviation event at 

the Maple Lake Airport on Sunday, September 7th, 

from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM. In addition to aircraft 

flying to the dinner, there will be displays including 

WFRC Club R/C aircraft.

Marcee flying/meeting - The Marcee association is 

holding a summer meeting on Monday, September 

8th, at the Minnesota Valley R/C club field. The field 

will be reserved for electric aircraft flying only from 

5 PM until dark. AMA membership is required to fly. 

The field is located in Shakopee, just east of the 

Valley Fair Amusement Park.

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
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TCRC Fall Float Fly - The Twin Cities RC Club is 

holding their annual fall float fly  on Saturday, 

September 13th, at the Bush Lake Park in 

Bloomington. The event starts at 11 AM. AMA 

membership is required to fly. The club will furnish 

a retrieval boat but food and drink are not usually 

provided. The only  charge is the parking fee in the 

city parking lot. 

Montissippi Field update
 The continued drought conditions of this summer 

have negated the need to mow the field throughout 

the month of August. There are a few patches of 

weeds at the southwest corner of the field that are 

tall enough to notice but may  actually help to 

prevent overruns into some of the really rough 

territory beyond the field boundaries. The most 

unsightly  weeds are growing under the shelter 

through the stone floor. Anyone with a small tank 

sprayer is welcome to hit this area with some 

Roundup type herbicide.

Wright Flyers Club Fly-in Picnic
 Our annual picnic was held on Saturday, August 

23rd. The setup crew arrived at 10 AM. John 

McNabb was the chief chef. Wayne and Scott, on 

behalf of the club, brought the meat (dogs & pork 

chops) and beverages. Wayne got a donation of a 

Parkzone Cessna Centurion from Hobby Zone for a 

raffle and also threw in a WFRC T-shirt and an EAA 

Oshkosh video. Ticket sales for the raffle raised $92.  

Food donated by  participants included hot & cold 

potatoes, slaw, cookies, cake and watermelon. 

Weather was cool and windy (10-15 mph with 20+ 

gusts) but still had many  flights, even a stretch with 

4 planes in the sky at once. Joel even flew a sub-

pound electric on floats no less, totally mocking both 

the wind and the drought conditions..

 There were a total of 16 people at the picnic either 

eating, flying or both. Statistically, if you are 

curious, there were over 37% of the club members 

and 25% of the attendance was family members. 

 The flying mishap of the day  was brought to us by 

Wayne VandenBoom. It was literally  “down to the 

wire” between Wayne and Ken Storie. So remember 

to see Wayne for all your mishap needs. Otherwise, 

if you are looking for aircraft supplies see Dan & 

Dave Bujold  of Hobby Zone at 2415 Annapolis 

Lane N, Plymouth, MN, or on the internet at 

WWW.Hobbyzone.com. When you visit them, be 

sure to thank them for donating to the club with the 

RTF Parkzone  airplane. [photos by Leo Davids]

http://WWW.Hobbyzone.com
http://WWW.Hobbyzone.com
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Propeller Sense
 Never use or try to repair a damaged propeller. You 

may get by  with it a time or two, but is the cost of a 

propeller worth risking injury to yourself or a friend?

 If the propeller is visibly damaged, then whatever 

force did that could also have caused other damage 

that remains invisible to the naked eye. So, please 

when you have a damaged propeller, either use it 

strictly for static display  purposes only, or better yet, 

break it clean in half before discarding to keep 

anyone else from using it. Don’t even think about 

using it as a back-up spare.

 There are some solid black propellers on the 

market, which become invisible to the naked eye 

once they’re spinning. This is a dangerous hazard 

which can be remedied by  simply painting the 

propeller tips with a bright color. You can even use 

the paint to help balance the propeller. You do 

balance your propellers don’t you?

 Why bother balancing a propeller? It won’t hurt 

the engine any.

 This may  be true, but the vibration and shaking 

caused by an out of balance propeller tends to loosen 

nuts, bolts, and screws, both on your engine and 

throughout the model. Here again, it’s a simple 

matter of spending five to ten minutes to balance a 

propeller, or risk spending ten hours or more 

repairing or rebuilding your model. Just consider the 

few minutes that it takes as a sort of insurance.

 When installing a propeller, always use a hard 

metal washer that’s flat on the surface facing the 

propeller, in between the propeller and the propeller 

nut. This washer should be larger than the propeller 

nut too.  The washer is there to give additional 

surface area to be tightened against. The smaller the 

washer area, the greater the chance of the propeller 

being crushed under the pressure of the tightened 

propeller nut.

 When the propeller is crushed at the hub, it  can be 

damaged to the point of being dangerous to use or it 

can become loose to such an extent that  it becomes 

dangerous. This “crushing” action is also why it is 

important to recheck the tightness of the propeller 

nut every  so often, especially with new wood 

propellers. In most cases, the propeller washer 

supplied with the engine is adequate, so don’t use 

anything smaller. But again, never tighten the 

propeller nut directly  against the propeller itself. You 

need more surface area to secure the propeller safely, 

plus there’s a good chance that the action of twisting 

the nut tightly  into place will tear into the propeller 

hub.

Propeller Markings 

 Nearly all propellers have some sort of 

identification marked on them, be it brand name, 

propeller size, something else, or all of the above. In 

addition to noting the size of the propeller, the 

marking also denotes the front of the propeller, and 

the front of the propeller always faces toward the 

front of the airplane. Don’t make the mistake of 

installing a propeller backwards. You’ll probably get 

lots of RPM from the engine, but very little thrust 

from the propeller.

 Propeller sizes are almost always marked with at 

least two numbers such as 10x6. Sometimes there 

will be three numbers, such as 10x6-12. The first 

number represents the length of the propeller, or the 

diameter of the “disk” formed by the spinning 

propeller. Propellers are usually  pretty  accurately 

marked when it comes to their length/diameter.

 The second number represents the pitch of the 

propeller, which is theoretically the distance the 

propeller moves forward in one complete revolution, 

disregarding slippage. One might think at  first that 

the angle if the blade would be constant from hub to 

tip  for a constant pitch propeller (one having the 

same pitch all along its length), but it isn’t so. 

Remember, the farther out from the hub a given 

point on the propeller is, the father it travels to 

complete one revolution. So, the farther out from the 

hub a given point is on a constant pitch propeller, the 

smaller its angle will be.

 When a propeller has a third number, such as the 

example of 14x6-12, it means that the pitch 

progresses from 6 inches near the hub, to 12 inches 

near the tip. This is called a progressive pitch 
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Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

propeller, and in this case, the angle of the blade 

might actually be constant from hub to tip, since the 

progressive pitch has more pitch near the tip than at 

the hub. Progressive pitch propellers, however, are 

commonly seen only in sizes appropriated for 1.20 

size engines and larger. And, as far as I know, the 

verdict isn’t in yet on whether they have any 

advantages over constant pitch propellers.

 Some manufacturers of propellers are very precise. 

There are propellers marked with their pitch out to 

the second decimal point, as in 8x3.8. Don’t mistake 

this “second number” as described above. In this 

example, the second number is a fraction of the first, 

and has in fact a pitch of 3.8.

 Regretfully, the number shown on the propeller 

representing the pitch is not universally accurate. 

Some manufacturers are very good in this aspect, 

while others are downright terrible. In a series of 

tests conducted by  R/C Report, it  was found that in 

most cases, propellers have less true pitch then 

indicated by their markings.

 Not all propellers are created equal. Much of the 

variations in the way  they perform have to do with 

their shape, airfoils, and the material it’s made 

from. If you’re tweaking every last bit  of power out 

of your engine, it’s worth experimenting and 

finding the propeller that works best for your 

engine/airplane application.

 Play it safe, and keep your propellers clean, tight, 

and balanced. 
From the Temple Aero Modeler’s Newsletter, Temple, Texas
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